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salvation can be achieved by acting thus, and this gives human mind peace
and tranquility. I feel that Kasi mahatmyam has been created for such people.
When I ponder over the greatness of Gaya I feel like this. In this world
affection towards mother, father and other near relatives will generally be
great and k is not known when birth and death occur and so when such blood
relations depart suddenly. It is but natural to feel that during their life time
enough could not be done to them or whatever was done to them was not
sufficient. It is for those people who feel that they are indebted to their
departed kinsfolk, if they know that there is a way that they could make their
souls attain salvation, to follow that way and achieve a mental satisfaction and
joy, that the Gaya mahatmyam was created.
The all pervading and mult I- faceted God almighty Is one. So In some
shade or the other if he is adored and If one becomes devoted to some shape of God
and develops a determined mind and worships in that form he feels happy. It
is perhaps to kindle affection and devotion in our hearts towards one shape or
the other o f God and to make us worship God in that shape to which
we are devoted that our ancestors proclaimed the grandeur of places like this.
It is written in many Puranas and particularly in Kaslkhanda that in
this Kallyuga taking a bath in Ganges is more important than doing all the good
deeds and for the mankind as well as animals there is nothing greater than
Ganga to attain salvation. The logic behind it is this. The path followed
was devoid of devotion and worship and passions were high in It and the path
evolved by our elders later was a difficult one founded on great deeds and they
knew this by their future vision. So even if their path could not be followed
rigidly, if they join God in the shape of Ganges with all the sins hanging like
devils 011 them, and perform at least some acts of worship with devotion God
almighty would be pleased. It is for this reason perhaps, that so much of great-
ness is attributed to this unparalleled Ganges by our elders and It was attributed
in Puranas also.
I performed the above written Gayavrajana for one month resting for
two or three days in between. It is customary that one should take one time
meal and maintain bachelorhood during this period. After completing this
great worship at the insignia of Vlshnupada a feast to brahmins in order
to appease Gadadhara is to be given : the worship at Vlshnupada
costed about fifty rupees. On the night of this worship at Vlshnupada, a
small decorated canopy is placed on the trough, decorated with different
varieties of flowers and abed of flowers laid in the trough. On the Insignia
of the foot scented sandalwood paste is applied in the shape of the foot and the
lines are drawn with saffron as per the sacred precepts and lights are offered.
Odourless flowers here which are similar to flowers in our parts are called
cupld's arrows. These flowers are plenty here. Among the sweet smelling flowers
speciosa (rose water flowers), is one jasminum granci florum (jaji flowers)
is one and another variety called fi sabuja.' These are the only three kinds of